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"Why the U.S. is Not Prepared for Major Disasters - and What We Need to Do Now"

with Irwin Redlener. M.D.

May 11, 2010, 7:00 pm
New Rochelle Public Library

1 Library Plaza, New Rochelle, NY

ABOUT THE TALK: "Although billions of dollars have been spent on disaster preparedness and homeland security over the past 10 years, the wake-up calls of 9/11 and the response to Hurricane Katrina have not yielded sufficient progress in making the country better prepared for future emergencies.  

More needs to be done, but it is important to understand the barriers to preparing for large-scale natural events, like earthquakes or pandemics, as well as man-made catastrophes, like terrorism."

ABOUT DR. REDLENER:
Dr. Redlener is professor of clinical public health and pediatrics and directs the National Center for Disaster Preparedness (NCDP) at Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health.  The NCDP is focused on research and policy analysis of the nation’s state of readiness and ability to respond to major disasters.  He is also president of the Children’s Health Fund (CHF), an organization providing comprehensive medical care to severely underserved children in 21 of the nation’s most disadvantaged urban and rural communities.  Operation Assist, created by Dr. Redlener in the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina continues to provide health and mental health care to children in the Gulf utilizing a fleet of seven mobile medical units. The CHF is also a well-respected advocacy force representing the needs of children at the federal and state levels of government.  Dr. Redlener speaks and writes regularly on issues relevant to disaster preparedness policy and the needs of disadvantaged children. He is the author of Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What We Can Do Now (Knopf, 2006)

