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The New Rochelle Public Library Foundation
would like to hear from friends and supporters,
on its new Facebook page! “Like” the 
Foundation and you’ll receive updates on
events, Foundation news, and new Library
services and programs supported by 
NRPL Foundation.
Everyone has a “library story” - share yours at
www.facebook.com/NRPLFoundation.

News 
from NRPL Foundation 

News from the Partnership 
for Huguenot Children’s Library

Dear Patrons,

The months of September and October will see the beginning of many exciting new 
Main Library projects designed to enhance your library experience.

These projects include:

Enhancement of Teen Area: Thanks to a New York State Library Construction Grant  
and matching financial support from the New Rochelle Public Library Foundation, 
our Teen space will see the construction of a separate and enclosed space within our
library. This upgraded Teen space will feature an open, comfortable and movable interior 
allowing for appropriate furniture placement and the highlighting of teen book 
collections, up-to-date technology as well as standards and rules for behavior necessary
in maintaining order.

Digital Signage: Financed solely by the New Rochelle Public Library Foundation, 
this electronic sign will be located in the area adjacent to the circulation desks and will
provide wonderful assistance to patrons seeking directory and wayfinding information 
as well as library programming opportunities.

Enclosure of Children’s Study/Tutoring Area: Again sponsored solely through the 
financial support of the New Rochelle Public Library Foundation, this recently created 
tutoring/study area will be enclosed in glass thus allowing for a quiet space in our 
extraordinarily active Children’s Room. 

While these efforts will allow for long term substantial improvements in library service,
some short-lived inconveniences to you (as well as staff) in relation to the construction
surrounding these projects will occur. Our goal is to complete these tasks on time and
under budget with the safety of you as our most important consideration.

So please be understanding in the next few months if you discover the library landscape
to be somewhat disorganized and noisy. Be assured that “this too shall pass...”

Feel free to contact me at tgeoffino@nrpl.org or 632-7879 if you have any 
questions or suggestions.

Best regards,

Tom Geoffino

Tom Geoffino

Dozens of New Rochelle elementary school children participated in the Funtastic Read-A-Thon
in support of the Partnership for the Huguenot Children's Library, Saturday, June 18.

The young readers raised hundreds of dollars in pledges for every book or chapter they read
during the 5-hour event. They were cheered on by guest readers Mayor Noam Bramson,
William B. Ward School Principal Franco Miele, firefighter Christian Carozo, New Rochelle High
School graduate Juliana Leghorn, Ursuline student Olivia Iannotti, pastry chef Brianna Murasso
and New Rochelle resident Mark Mango, who demonstrated the fine art of illustration. Popular
children's musician Zev Haber entertained before a milk and cookies break. 

Friends Book Store is Open

Every Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm and  

Saturday 10:00 am  to 3:00 pm

914-813-3705

Friends Big Book Sales
Loads of fabulous bargains! 

Fridays and Saturdays

September 9 and 10

October 14 and 15

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

News 
from the Friends

Mayor Bramson 
participating in 
HCL Funtastic 

Read-a-thon 

HCL Funtastic 
Read-a-thon



Job & Career Help at NRPL

Here’s how it works: From a home computer or from any of NRPL’s computers, go to the JobNow link on the 
NRPL home page (www.nrpl.org), key-in your library card number at the prompt, and access these services: 

1. Career Resources includes informative, easy-to-use, and free Internet resources for job seekers; 
including personality and career assessments.

2. Resume Builder provides the resources you need to craft a winning resume. 
Resume Lab: Send your resume to one of the JobNow experts, and you will receive expert analysis within 
24 hours. Resume Templates: To help you get started, JobNow offers downloadable templates for four of the 
most common resume types. 
Internet Resources for Resumes: Search these carefully selected sites for more information on 
resume writing. 

3.  Ace the Interview offers one-on-one coaching and tailored resources.
Get Live Interview Coaching: Connect with one of the live interview coaches to brush up on your    
interview skills. (Monday – Sunday, 2:00 – 11:00 pm)
Interview Tips: Offers tips and common interview questions to help you prepare for your interview.
Internet Resources for Interviewing: Use these carefully selected sites to help prepare you for your interview.

Need more information or help with JobNow? See a librarian or AmeriCorps computer assistant on the 
second floor of the library.

Get expert advice while seeking, applying or interviewing for a job.
Rebecca Maizin, our Job Readiness Coach, is available to meet with you,
one-on-one, every Monday and Saturday, 10 am – 1 pm, in the BTOP Help
Center on the second floor. She has helped scores of patrons locate and
apply for jobs since the start of this great service last December, thanks to 
our New York State PCC-BTOP grant!* 

One of the best resources we have for job seekers is the Learning Express Library, an online service that has been available
to our patrons for almost a decade and keeps getting better and better.  In addition to the wide variety of academic and licensing
practice tests available (SAT, GMAT, Civil Service exams, GED & more), this great site recently added a “Job & Career Accelerator”
section containing resume templates, interview tips, tutorials, and a searchable database of over five million up-to-the-minute local
and national job postings. Be sure to enter the Learning Express Library through the link on our “Reference” page and then register 
with a username and password for free access to this essential job seeking resource.

Additional On-Line Help- Job Listings and Job Preparation

New! JobNow Provides Practical Tools to Help our Patrons Get Jobs*  

Managing Your Career In Changing Times*
8-week Career Development Seminar 

Mondays: September 12 (orientation), September 26 - November 22 (no class 10/10/11). 

6:30 – 8:30 pm

Facing a difficult work situation? Need help planning or managing your career? Thinking about work options you have after 50? 
This WLS Career & Educational Counseling Service (WEBS) workshop is for you! 

• Evaluate your skills, interests, personality 
• Learn how to use online career information 
• Explore career alternatives 
• Find out about educational/training programs in Westchester 
• Learn effective job strategies

Free.Call us at 914-674-3612 for more information and to register. 

*Made possible by the New York State Library, a unit of the Office of Cultural Education within the New York State Education Department (NYSED), 
which was awarded $9.5 million in a grant from the U.S. Department of Commerce National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to 
expand computer access in public libraries across New York State.  The funding is being provided through the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 
(ARRA) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).

NRPL PCC BTOP Help Center in session



New Rochelle Public Library
One Library Plaza, New Rochelle, 
New York 10801

Huguenot Children's Library Branch
794 North Avenue, 
New Rochelle, New York 10801

Main Library   632-7878 

Important Extensions:dial 2 first:

Registration/Circulation          

Children’s Room          

Reference Desk                        

Community Relations/Programs  

Administration                           

Monday  

Tuesday  

Wednesday    

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday       

Sunday         

Monday 
Tuesday  
Wednesday  
Thursday  
Friday 
Saturday  
Sunday  

Huguenot Children’s Library   632-8954

Main Library HCL

Q: First, Congratulations on your new job on the third 

floor.Before the library, what was your last job?

SPOTLIGHT on STAFF

Hours of Operation

Q: Where did you grow up?
A:Mary Kane-Pasacreta

Job Title:
Senior Library Clerk 
in Administration
Date of Hire:
March 18, 1996

Q: Any special hobbies or interests?

A:

New Rochelle Public Libraries

I was a full time mother and I worked part-time at the
Electrical Instrument Service, prior to that I worked
for the American Home Products Corporation. 
I worked at City Hall and an 
opportunity came up at the library and here I am.

I like model building – World War II airplanes, 
carriers, and tanks. I also like gardening and 
embroidery. I love to dance. I’m very big on sports.
I love the Mets and the Dallas Cowboys.

Born in Lenox Hill Hospital, I grew up in New
Rochelle, a lifelong resident. My whole family 
is here, my parents, my five sisters, my husband,
Bob, and my son, Michael.

ext:1700 & ext:1400

ext:1800

ext:2000 & ext:2100

ext:3300 & ext:3400

ext:1500

Q: Are you a dog, cat, or er…a duck person?

A: All three!  But at the moment I only have two ducks,
Duck and Quack. And I have a frog named Michael.

9am - 8pm 
9am - 8pm 

10am - 6pm 
9am - 8pm 
9am - 5pm 
9am - 5pm
1pm - 5pm

10am - 6pm 

10am - 5pm 

10am - 5pm 

10am - 6pm 

10am - 5pm 

10am - 5pm

Closed

Q: Have you always loved animals?

A: Yes, as a little girl I had turtles and hamsters, at one
time I had five fish tanks, all tropical. I had 14 cats 
(at the same time and my favorite was Smoky), 
and my best pet of all time was my sheepdog, Breazly,
named after the cartoon character Breazly Bruin.

Q: What is your favorite thing to do on a day off?

A: Sleep late!  Go shopping (I live at Kohls). I’m addicted 
to computer games (Bejeweled Blitz, Zuma Blitz, 
and Gardens of Time).  I love walking on my treadmill, 
I use headphones and watch my Mets game at the 
same time.

Q: What do you like best about the library?
A: I love the patrons, my co-workers, everyone’s great.

Now that I am up in administration, I hope people
will come visit me because I miss everybody.

Phone Numbers

Q: If you won the lottery, you would…?

A: Pay off all my family’s mortgages and make sure every-
one had their own house. I‘d buy the ducks a bigger pool
and put a second floor on my house.  

Q: Are you a winter, summer, spring, or fall person?

A: Spring and summer.  I like the a/c, but I like this weather
also, going to the beach and lying in the sun.

Q: Life motto or favorite quote?

A: Attitude is everything.

Q: People would be surprised to know…?
A: That my favorite thing to do is to play the old player

piano in my father’s house to the song Hungarian
Rhapsody – you actually pedal – it’s fifteen minutes
long – and you hold on for dear life as you’re 
moving the speeds and pushing the pedals.  
I’ve been playing the same song since I was ten!



Programs for Adult & Teens
September and October 2011

Exhibit Dolce, Cinema & Culture
for Italian Heritage Month

The 96th Annual Open Juried Exhibition of the New Rochelle 
Art Association

September 10 – October 22 

The Annual Exhibition features exceptional works in oil, water-

color, graphics, mixed media, pastel, photography, digital media,

sculpture, and fine crafts. www.nraaonline.org 

In the Lumen Winter Gallery, during regular library hours:

www.nrpl.org

NEW YORK CABARET Unlimited:  "More of Loesser" 

Sunday, September 18 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
The music and lyrics of Frank Loesser will be performed by the
stellar groups of four vocalists, a bass
player, a piano accompanist, and a 
narrator, under the direction of Walter
Levine. NEW YORK CABARET Unlimited
will delight all ages with their fully-staged
show. Wonderful songs from shows such
as Guys and Dolls, Most Happy Fellow,
How to Succeed, Where's Charlie? – are all highlighted with a
lively narrative. First-come, first-served to the capacity of the
Ossie Davis Theater. Suggested donation: $2.00. This program
is made possible by the Friends of NRPL.

Classical Concert – The Capriccio Ensemble

Sunday, October 2 3:00 pm
The trio of Natalie Kriegler (violin), Amy Kriegler (flute) 
and Margery Fitts (harp) will present a 
dazzling program of musical selections by
baroque, romantic and neo-romantic French
composers such as Loiellet, Saint - Saens, 
Ibert and Ravel. Organized by Natalie and 
Amy Kriegler in 1984, the Capriccio Ensemble performs in 
New York Metropolitan area concerts and for private events.
Suggested donation: $2.00. This program is made 
possible by the Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library.

Singing and Songwriting in New Rochelle  

Saturday, October 15 3:00 pm
A group of talented New Rochelle musicians--
singer Julia Breanetta Simpson, drummer Brian Carter and the
musical group Avalanche--will showcase some of their favorite 
classic and original songs...pop, jazz and contemporary. 
Avalanche is a unique group that writes and performs 
contemporary original songs with tight vocal harmonies, 
infectious melodies and solid beats. Avalanche is: 
Diane Guernsey, keyboard and vocals; Liz Loglisci: vocals; 
and songwriter Paul Gross, guitar and vocals. 
Suggested donation: $2.00. This program is made possible by
the Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library.

Music

Tuesday, October 18 7:00 - 8:45 pm

Savor Italian heritage with a sampler of Italian films, proverbs
and tales, and sweets with author and professor, Dr. Louis
Miele, l’amante di cultura! 
Ossie Davis Theater. Free. To register, please call: 813-3706

PRESENTATION: The Broadway Musical: 
New Perspectives

Fridays, October 14 and 28      2:00 – 3:30 pm
In this two-part lecture, Ed Pressman explores the American 
Musical Theatre through the eyes of an historian – with 
particular focus on how Broadway Musicals reflected and ex-
posed the most difficult historical and social issues of the post
World War II period, the equality of Women and the equality of
African-Americans. Mr. Pressman will use video clips of these
best-loved shows to illustrate his 
90-minute presentations. Free. Ossie Davis Theater. 

Films: Halloween Double-Header

Sunday, October 30                 

1:15 pm     Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein (1948)

Horror hilarity as the comic duo play hapless freight handlers
menaced by not only Frankenstein's monster but also Dracula
and the Wolf Man! Co-starring Bela Lugosi and Lon Chaney, Jr.
3:00 pm                                   Drácula (1931)

Spanish-language version of Bram Stoker's classic tale, filmed
on the same sets and at the same time as the English-language
Bela Lugosi version.  Starring Carlos Villarías as Count Dracula.
With English sub-titles.

Local History: Oral History Workshop

Saturday, November 5, 2011    12:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Eileen McAdam will provide the understanding, tools and 
techniques for capturing the voices and memories of family,
friends, neighbors and community leaders -- for personal
archives and for the New Rochelle Oral History Project. 
Become familiar with recording equipment, begin developing key
questions for the interview, and gain confidence in recording the
stories that preserve our heritage.  
Free. To register, call:(914) 813-3706.



Free movies on the big screen of the Ossie Davis Theater are followed by lively discussions with librarian 
Chris Poggiali. 7:00 pm. Free

How I Ended This Summer (Russia)

Thursday, September 22

The Class (France)

Thursday, October 6

International Films

Departures (Japan)

Thursday, October 20  

In a Better World (Denmark/Sweden)

Thursday, November 3  

Needlework Workshops 
Saturdays, September 10 and 17; October 1, 15 and 29, 10:30 am – 12 noon, Charlotte Kastenbaum 
and Rosalie Hollingsworth help beginners to experts with 
crocheting and knitting projects. Community Gallery. Free

Lunchtime Yoga Express
Mondays, September 26 through December 19 (except 10/10), 12:15 - 12:45 pm

Wednesdays, September 28 through December 21, 1:15  pm -  2:00 pm 
Conquer stress and fatigue, return to work with renewed energy and focus, with a 
gentle yet invigorating 30-minute session of yoga with Nora LeMorin. Traditional and adapted poses are 
practiced either standing or seated in chairs to balance, stretch and strengthen the body while calming the mind.
First come, first served, to capacity of Ossie Davis Stage/Meeting Room. Free. 
Made possible by the Friends of the Library and donations.

Beyond the Headlines
Every other Tuesday, September 20 through December 13, NEW TIME - 
3:00 – 5:00 pm. Insightful and thought-provoking discussions focusing on current events led by 
Dr. Vincent Bonelli. Meeting Room. Free.

Brown Bag Book Discussion
Bring your lunch and join in the librarian-led discussion, from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Second Floor 
Conference Room. Copies of the book are available at the Registration Desk. On Wednesday, September 21: 
A Dark Adapted Eye by Barbara Vine On Wednesday, October 12: Cutting for Stones by Abraham Verghese    

League of Women Voters Coffee & Conversation
Keep informed about your community by meeting local officials and neighbors over coffee and light breakfast fare,
from 9:30 am – 11:00 am.
Friday, September 16th and Friday, October 14th.

Gamers Garrison
A Weekly Walk on the Gaming Side for Teens in 6th - 12th Grade!Join in for two
hours of open gaming and competition, including:
- video games (we bring the PS3 and Wii, you bring the games!)
- card gaming
- RP gaming
- Board games & Chess

Wednesdays at 4:00 PM, beginning September 28th, in the 1st Floor Meeting Room.

Snacks will be served. For more info: Ken Petrilli, Teen Services Librarian

914-813-3735; nrplteens@wlsmail.org

More

Teen Programs



New  Rochelle Arts Fest

Hop on, hop off the Arts Fest Trolleys making stops at several venues throughout the City – including
NRPL! For a complete listing and trolley info, see www.newrochellearts.org. 

Global Gala Saturday, September 24 12:30 – 5:00 pm

Experience New Rochelle’s wonderful cultural diversity through music, movement and
crafts. Performances will include Korean Drumming with Vong Pak, Brazilian Capoeira
from the New Rochelle Capoeira Center, Irish Step Dancing by students of the 
Lynn Academy of Irish Dance, and Aztec ceremonies. PLUS - a variety of fabulous 
projects for children of all ages to create and take-home. Library Green and Library.
(The event will take place in the library’s Ossie Davis Theater and lobby in the event 
of rain or strong winds.) Made possible by the New Rochelle Downtown Business 
Improvement District (BID) and Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library.

Your Chance to Perform!     Sunday, September 25 12:30 – 5:00 pm
Brush Up on Your Woodwinds:  From 12:30 – 2:00 pm

Flutist Pamela Sklar invites you to bring along your woodwind instrument, learn basic

practice techniques and warm-ups, and join in playing with others.  

Music will be provided but you’re also encouraged to bring your own.  

Perhaps you’d just like to observe?  That’s okay, too.  Ossie Davis Theater. Free. 

Made possible by the Friends of New Rochelle Public Library.

You, Too, Can Sing Opera with New Rochelle Opera: From 3:00 – 5:00 pm

Take your vocal histrionics out of the shower and into the shared enjoyment of blended 
voices with some of the world’s finest music.  New Rochelle Opera’s chorus mistress 
Georgianna Pappas will help make it easier, and lyrics will be provided. You can just come and listen,
of course, but the urge to participate will be irresistible.  Ossie Davis Theater. Free. 
Made possible by the New Rochelle Opera and Friends of New Rochelle Public Library.



September- October 2011

BID Family Days - September / October 2011

Presented by the New Rochelle Downtown Business Improvement District with the 
Public Library, the City School District and the Department of Parks & Recreation

Free

BID Family Day – 
Global Gala and New Rochelle Arts Fest
Saturday, September 24 12:30 – 5:00 pm

The BID Family Kick-off is bigger and better than ever! 

Experience New Rochelle’s wonderful cultural diversity through

music, movement and crafts. Performances will include Aztec 

ceremonies by Atl-Tlachinolli, Korean Drumming with Vong Pak,

Brazilian Capoeira from the New Rochelle Capoeira Center, and

Irish Step Dancing by students of the Lynn Academy of Irish

Dance.  PLUS - a variety of fabulous projects for children of all

ages to create and take-home. Library Green and library. 

(The performances will be held in the Ossie Davis Theater in the

event of rain or strong winds). Made possible by the New Rochelle

Downtown Business Improvement District (BID) and Friends of the

New Rochelle Public Library.

BID Family Day – Fun Fall Festival 
Two Days of Seasonal Activities

Saturday October 22          10:00 am – 11:30 am

Window-painting and Mask-making: Library Green 
Families with children ages 8 – 12 years are invited 
to paint Halloween scenes on the windows of 
downtown businesses, beginning at 10:00 am. 
A mask-making workshop geared for younger 
children will take place in Library Green. In the event of
rain, the workshop will take place at 10:00 am in the 
New Rochelle Public Library’s Meeting Room. Free.
Families must pre-register in order to paint a window:
email ngainor@newrochelleny.com (654-2116). 
Made possible by the New Rochelle Downtown 
Business Improvement District (BID)

Saturday, October 29 
9:45 am: Costume Parade, followed by 

Pumpkin-Painting 
Line-up for the annual Merchant’s Urchins Parade begins
at 9:45 am at New Street, New Roc City (in front of Regal
Cinema) and ends at the Ossie Davis Park at Library
Green. Treats and pumpkin-painting on the Green 
follows, in Library Green. (If rain: parade is cancelled and 
pumpkin painting will take place in the library’s meeting
room). Made possible by the New Rochelle Downtown
Business Improvement District (BID)

Struggling with a homework assignment? Need help with a book report? Help is here at the main library  every 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 3:00 – 5:00 pm! Homework Help college students and volunteers
are on hand to assist elementary school students and  younger middle school students in organizing homework
needs, locating appropriate resources, and strengthening reading skills. The free Homework Help service continues
through May, except during school vacation weeks. 

Programs for Children

Homework Help



Yoga Tots                            Ages 18 months – 35 months 

Toddlers will have fun "playing yoga" during Yoga Tots.  Using puppets,

props and songs, toddlers will take a yoga adventure, play yoga games,

go upside down and end each class with a yoga relaxation. Taught by

Certified Kids Yoga Instructor, Susan Fried.  Adult participation encour-

aged!

Saturdays, September 17 and 24, October 1, 15, 22, 29

(except Oct. 8 – Yom Kippur)

Main Library Children's Room: 10:00 - 10:30 am

HCL: 10:30 – 11:00 am

Baby Steps                         Ages 12 months – 35 months 

A half-hour session of early library and socialization through music, 

movement and finger games. 

Saturdays, November 5, 12, 26, December 3, 10, and 17 

(except 11/19 – Thanksgiving Parade)

Main Library Children's Room:  10:00 - 10:30 am

Huguenot Children’s Library: 11:00 – 11:30 am

Free Programs for Infants, Toddlers and Pre-School Children
At the Main Library and Huguenot Children’s Library (HCL)

Preschool Story Time & Craft Ages 3 – 5 yrs

Seasonal and picture book themes inspire fun stories, songs, 
and a take-home craft. 

Main Library: Mondays: September 19 - November 14 

(except October 10) 

10:00 – 10:45 am and

Tuesdays: September 20 - November 15

2:00 – 2:45 pm

HCL: Every September 22 - November 17 

10:30 - 11:15 am OR 1:30 - 2:15 pm

Nature Tales with Lavanya Misra  

Ages 3½ - 5 years

Children explore the wonder of science through storytelling, art,
music and imaginative games. Limited to 15 children; 
Registration required: 632-8954 

Fridays, October 7, 14, 21, 28 and Nov. 4

Huguenot Children’s Library only: 10:30 – 11:15 am

Nursery Rhyme Time

Ages 12 mos. – 24 mos.

A joyful blend of  stories, songs and finger plays for children ages
12 – 24 months, and takes place on a weekly basis during sessions
held in the fall, the winter-spring, and in the summer, 
at both libraries.    
Main Library:  Every Friday: Sept. 23 – Nov. 18 (except Nov. 11)
9:30 – 9:50 am

HCL: Every Monday: Sept. 19 – Nov. 14 (except Oct. 10)

10:30 - 10:50 am

Toddler Time Age 2 years

Lively sessions engage 2-year old children and their parent or
caregiver in music and games.  

Main Library: Every Friday: Sept. 23– Nov. 18 (except Nov. 11)

10:30 – 11:00 am

HCL: Every Tuesday: Sept. 20 – Nov. 15, 10:30 - 11:00 am

Preschool Story Time & Craft Ages 3 – 5 yrs

Seasonal and picture book themes inspire fun stories, songs, 

and a take-home craft. 

Main Library: Every Monday:  September 19 – November 14 

(except Oct. 10), 10:00 – 10:45 am OR Every Tuesday: 

September 20 – November 15, 2:00 – 2:45 pm

HCL: Every Thursday: September 22 – November 17, 

10:30 - 11:15 am 

OR 1:30 - 2:15 pm 

Music and Movement with Nora Maher

Age 12 months - 24 months

A fun-filled introduction songs, finger plays, and movement, led by a 

professional musician/educator.

Wednesdays: Sept. 28, Oct. 5, Oct. 12, Oct. 19, Oct. 26 and Nov. 2

HCL: 9:45 - 10:15 am 

Main Library:  10:45- 11:15 am and 11:30 am – 12:00 noon 

Mommy or Daddy and Me
Ages 12 mos. – 35 mos.

An early and engaging socialization experience, through organized play 

and group activities, for children and their parent or caregiver. 

Wednesdays: Nov. 16, Nov. 23, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14, and Dec. 21 

Main Library only: 9:30 am - 10:15 am OR 10:30 - 11:15 am

Open to New Rochelle residents only. All sessions will be first-come, 

first-served basis.These programs are made possible by the

Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library and the 

Partnership for the Huguenot Children’s Library.


