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Dear Patrons, 

January is often a time for reflection regarding the accomplishments of 
the year recently completed. 

In that spirit, I would like to highlight a few of New Rochelle Public Library's 
many achievements during 2008:

+ The introduction of nearly $525,000 in Federal, State, and County grants 
as well as other gifts and donations from foundations and individuals.

+ An increase of over 100,000 books, DVDs, audio books and other materials 
loaned to our public as compared to the previous year (2007).

+ Many more (free) library programs in comparison to last (2007) year with 
content spanning all generations, cultures and interests.

+ Complete renovation of our lobby restrooms resulting in a complete 
"facelift" of the interior as well as a fully accessible facility for our disabled users. 

+ A total reconfiguration of our library website allowing for an attractive graphic design,  
improved and additional content and new features like an interactive calendar of 
events and thoughtful readers advisory recommendations and information.

+ Continuation of our highly successful "One City One Book" series, featuring local 
author E.L. Doctorow's award winning novel Ragtime (in collaboration with the 
New Rochelle Board of Education.)

+ Introduction of county-sponsored Bookmobile service for New Rochelle residents.

Our pledge for 2009 is to build on our past successes by continuing to provide quality, 
cost effective and excellent customer service-oriented products to our patrons.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff of New Rochelle Public Library, a happy
healthy and prosperous New Year to you and your family and friends!

As always, feel free to contact me at tgeoffino@nrpl.org or 632-7878 ext. 12 
if you have any questions or suggestions.

Tom Geoffino

Tom Geoffino

New Rochelle Public Library
Newsletter is published every
other month.

Editor: Barbara Davis
Graphic Designer: Roxanne Mapp

Message from the

Director

SAVE THE DATE
The Harlem Book Fair is coming to New Rochelle!  

The Harlem Book Fair was founded in 1999 by QBR The Black Book Review as a
community event and forum for African American readers to discover, experience 
and celebrate African American history and culture through books. From the success
of that first book fair, the event has grown to become the country's largest community
gathering of African American readers and book lovers. It has evolved into a 
national brand, and expanded into new markets - including New Rochelle on 
June20 and 21, 2009! 

An Outdoor Market with pavilions of books, food, and cultural concessions will 
transform Library Green, while inside the library a host of literary activities will take
place. A special Children's Space will be created in the library's Alphabet Garden for
books, readings, storytelling and crafts. Dozens of internationally-known authors and
local performers offer insightful and entertaining presentations and entertaining 
performers throughout the two-day event. You don't want to miss this - be sure to
mark your calendars.  

“Stitching It Together" 
Contemporary Art Quilts 
by the Salon Seven  

A breathtaking range of styles, 
textures, colors and subjects by 
quilt artists.

January 3 - January 28, 2009, 
during library hours 
Lumen Winter Gallery

Reception: 
Sunday, January 11 at 4:00 pm.

January Exhibit

Contact Library Departments
Directly - via Email 

Children's Librarian
childrenslibrarian@nrpl.org

Teen Librarian
teenlibrarian@nrpl.org

Local History
localhistory@nrpl.org

Reference Desk
refdesk@nrpl.org



Librarians Recommend
Adult DVD
The Counterfeiters (2007) 
During World War II, a master forger is captured by the Nazis and forced to participate in
Operation Bernhard, the largest counterfeiting operation in history. Based on a memoir by Adolf
Burger, another unwilling participant in the secret plan to destabilize the British and American
economies, this was the 2008 Academy Award winner for Best Foreign Language Film. 
Chris Poggiali

Adult Music CD
The Voice of the Sparrow: The Very Best of Edith Piaf  
Publisher:Capitol; Pub date: 1991
If you enjoyed (and cried over) the amazing film of her life "La Vie En Rose",  listen to the leg-

endary chanteuse herself on this collection of her original recordings. Even if you haven't seen 
the film, after listening to this, you will want to know more about the woman who tugs at your
heart with her voice. 
Annick Rodriguez

Children's Book
Library Mouse by Daniel Kirk 
Sam, a shy but creative mouse who lives in a library,

decides to write and illustrate his own 
stories which he places on the shelves with 
the other library books but when children 
find the tales, they all want to meet the author. 
Kathleen Cronin

Proud of its Programs and Partnerships

The members of the New Rochelle Public
Library Foundation want to thank our many
friends and supporters for their continued
generosity.  The Foundation asks for support
throughout the year and in its annual year
end appeal. It is gratifying to know that so
many support the work of the Foundation
and give generously even in these difficult
times. The annual report of the Foundation
provides details about projects and programs
and is available from the Foundation office in
the main library.

New Rochelle 
Public Library Foundation

The library is pleased to 
announce that Cappelli
Enterprises has donated 
$5,000 to NRPL for the 
purposes of continuing the
improvement of the library 
building's exterior and lobby. 
This substantial gift will be used
for selective cleaning of the tile
facade and windows and 
aluminum cladding adjacent 
to entrances-all to help make
the library more appealing to
our patrons and visitors to
downtown New Rochelle. 

A grant in the amount of 
$2,650 was awarded to the
library for a 15-week project,
Family Trees - Visual Memories. 
The grant is part of Creative
Aging in Our Communities: 
The Westchester Libraries
Project, which is generously
funded by the Helen Andrus
Benedict Foundation as part 
of their effort to build elder-
friendly communities. 
(Please see Adult Programs 
for more about the project, and
how to register for the classes)

New & Improved Library Service

Have you noticed how the "little pink building"
is sparkling lately?  Thanks to the financial
support of the Partnership for the Huguenot
Children's Library, the exterior of the building
was recently (and very carefully) power-
washed.  

Be sure to check-out the preschool programs
and the February vacation week programs
coming up at HCL - details are on the
Children's Programs page and in the
Children's programs calendar.  Updates can
always be found at www.nrpl.org and news
about PHCL can be found by visiting
www.partnershipforthehcl.org. 

Partnership for the Huguenot
Children's Library - 

enters its second decade!

A wonderful tool to help visually impaired patrons read and write is now located near the
microfilm readers on the second floors. Thanks to the generosity of Gary Rikoon, who made
the donation in memory of his mother, Helen Rikoon, the library is now able to offer the use
of a high-tech, easy-to-use electronic magnifier. With one button simplicity, patrons can have
a book, magazine, letter or other piece of printed material magnified onto an attached
screen that provides crisp and clear images with vivid colors. The images can be moved,
decreasing and increasing the magnification, color, and density to suit the needs of the user.

The magnifier is also a good way for anyone to get a closer look at a printed piece or 
photograph. Library staff members recently used it to read the tiny, blurred print on an
archival photograph, which enabled them to correctly identify its location.

Thank You!



New Rochelle Public Library
One Library Plaza, New Rochelle, 
New York 10801

Huguenot Children's Library Branch
794 North Avenue, 
New Rochelle, New York 10801

Main Library 632-7878 
Important Extensions

Registration/Circulation         17 & 30
Children’s Room          18

Reference Desk                         20 & 21
Community Relations/Programs  33 & 34
Administration                            14

Monday  10am - 6pm 
Tuesday  10am - 5pm 
Wednesday   10am - 8pm 
Thursday  10am  - 6pm 
Friday  10am  - 5pm 
Saturday  10am  - 5pm
Sunday         Closed

Monday 9am - 8pm 
Tuesday  9am - 8pm 
Wednesday  10am - 6pm 
Thursday  9am - 8pm 
Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday  9am - 5pm  
Sunday  1pm - 5pm

Huguenot Children’s Library        632-8954

Phone Numbers:

Main Library HCL

Q: What was your last job?
A:

SPOTLIGHT on STAFF

Hours of Operation

Q: Where were you born?
A:

Q: What are your favorite subjects?
A:

Q: What was the last book you read?
A: Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson for the

library's Brown Bag Book Club.  I'm currently reading
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks for the
same. But I'll read anything and I like everything 
I read, good or bad. 

Q: What kind of music do you like?
A:

Q: What are your hobbies?
A:

Zairean music. The lyrics and rhythms remind
me of everything about the culture. 
When I lived there the artist Koffi Olomide was
a big name.

Q: People would be surprised to 
know that you:

A: I spent time living on a leper colony in Nigeria
with lepers as a Jesuit seminarian.

New Rochelle
Public Library
www.nrpl.org

History. I am fascinated with Ancient 
Egyptian civilizations.

Kofi Addo-Nkum, Librarian I,
Hired May 16, 2008

I was a library clerk in Hastings-on-Hudson. 
Before coming to this country, I was a detective.  

I like observing people. I am fascinated by people
and the human mind. Traveling is also important to
me; I'm like a nomad. New Zealand and Australia 
are currently of interest.  

Ajumako, Ghana.  

Q: What’s your favorite thing about working 
at the library?

A: The reaction of patrons when they get a service
needed. It’s priceless. People are very grateful when
they get what they need.

Q: What’s the biggest occupational hazard?
A: The competition from the Internet!



Programs for Adults & Teens
New Year’s Workshop: De-Clutter Your Life with Feng Shui
Saturday January 10   3:00 pm   Ossie Davis Theater
Wish to start off the New Year with a new healthy perspective?
Need inspiration to help you stick to those resolutions?
A workshop by Linda Boney, Certified Feng Shui Practitioner,
provides the inspiration and “how-to” guidance to get you started! 
Feng Shui (pronounced: Fung Shway) is the Chinese Art of placement, 
which dates back 4,000 years, where energy flows freely and creates 
harmony and a positive environment in your home, 
business and in your life. Free.

Concert: Dazzling Duets from the 
Renaissance to Broadway
Sunday, January 11, 3:00 - 4:00 pm  
Ossie Davis Theater 
Suggested donation: $2.00
A sweeping spectrum of lovely music - beginning with one 
16th century piece by Thomas Morley and concluding with some of 
Broadway’s best, this concert is ther perfect antidote for a cold 
January afternoon! Altos Valerie Coates and Stephen Schwartz 
blend perfect harmony as they perform best-loved works from great
composers, including such as Handel, Mozart, Copeland, Foster, 
and Rodgers & Hammerstein.

Art Class: Family Trees - Visual Memoirs
Tuesdays, January 6 - April 14, 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 
Meeting Room
Here’s a wonderful opportunity to capture family 
memories in an expressive and enjoyable art 
project led by artist-instructor Alice Megaro! 
A fifteen-session class will help budding and veteran 
artists collect information about their families and organize it using 
genealogical charts; create a tree on paper or fabric, with decorative 
leaves and fruits representing family members; and illuminate and 
illustrate their unique family trees. Open to New Rochelle residents 
60 years and older. Free. Registration required: 632-7878, ext.33
This program is supported by the Helen Andrus Benedict Foundation through 
a grant to Westchester Library System in partnership with Lifetime Arts, Inc.
Family Trees will be on display in the library’s Lumen Winter Gallery 
from March 29 - April 3, 2009.
Exhibit Reception: Sunday March 29, at 4:00 pm.

Music Class: Classical Music for the Curious - 
From Baroque to the Modern Era
Fridays, February 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2009  1:00 - 3:00 pm
Ossie Davis Theater
Professor Eric Jennings, Music Director at St. John’s Wilmot Church,
will lead four 2-hour free classes in exploring classical music, 
with live and recorded accompaniment. The course includes 
enlightening discussions of Music of the Baroque Era (1600-1750), 
the Classic Era (1750-1815); The Romantic Era (1815-1900), 
and the Post Romantic, Modern Era. The end result.  
A deeper understanding of what came before and how it has influenced 
music today. As Verdi once said, “It’s by studying what has preceeded 

Focus on African-American Film 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm   Ossie Davis Theater  

Free

Thursday, February 5 Love Jones (1997)
Directed by Theodore Witcher; Starring Larenz Tate, Nia Long,
Isaiah Washington, Lisa Nicole Carson, Bill Bellamy. This romantic
story of young upwardly mobile African-Americans has become a
classic date movie. After an immediate infatuation blossoms
between a once-bitten Chicagoan woman (Long) and a slick 
spoken-word artist (Tate),they have to find a way to maintain 
their relationship.

Thursday, February 19         Wattstax (1973)
Directed by Mel Stuart; Featuring appearances by Richard Pryor, 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Isaac Hayes, the Staple Singers, 
Luther Ingram, Carla Thomas, Rufus Thomas, and many others
Staged at the Los Angeles Coliseum on August 20th, 1972, the
Watts Summer Festival concert was an incredible outpouring of
music and soul that brought together over 100,000 people in a
spirit of joy, pride, and celebration. An electric, enlightening, and
unforgettable cultural time capsule, WATTSTAX captures not only
the sound and sentiment of a community, but depicts a rare
panorama of 1970s Los Angeles.

Thursday, February 26         The Landlord (1970)
Directed by Hal Ashby; Starring Beau Bridges, Diana Sands, Pearl
Bailey, Louis Gossett, Jr., Lee Grant. Spoiled white rich kid Elgar
Enders (Beau Bridges) buys himself an inner-city tenement, 
planning to evict all the occupants and construct a luxury home 
for himself. Once he moves in, however, he gradually grows fond
of the low-income black residents who live there.
Based on the novel by Kristin Hunter.

New Program for Teens
Get your act together @ the Cafe
A performance acts series by and for teens in 7th to 12th
grade featuring: 
Spoken Word, Street Dance and Singing
Come to our weekly Tuesday afternoon practice labs
to get the critics word on your stage presence and put
together your act for our monthly Cafe performances!
(Wednesdays, January 28 & February 25
at 5:30 pm). Registration is required for participation!
To register, or for more info, speak to Ken Petrilli, 
Teen Services Librarian 632-7878 or e-mail him at
nrplteens@wlsmail.org



Computer Classes - January & February 2009

Internet for Beginners
Learn about the Internet and the World Wide Web, how to navigate 
a web browser and explore the library's Web site.
An understanding of Windows and keyboard and mouse use
is required

Intermediate Internet
Learn how to search the web using a variety of tools such as directories 
and search engines. 
Basic Computer class or some knowledge of computers required.

Internet for Beginners - Spanish
Learn about the Internet and the World Wide Web, how to navigate a 
web browser and explore the library’s Web site. An understanding of 
Windows and keyboard and mouse use is required.

Email Basics
Learn how to sign up for a free e-mail account and how to compose, 
send, reply to and forward messages. 
Basic Internet class or some knowledge of computers required

How to scan & upload pictures
Learn how to scan photos or images, change resolution and size of 
photos, how to select a file format, and save images to a disk. 
An understanding of Windows and keyboard and mouse use 
is required

6:00 - 7:30 pm
10:00 - 11:30 am
6:00 - 7:30 pm
10:00 - 11:00 am

10:00 - 11:30 am
10:00 - 11:30 am

6:00 - 7:30 pm
6:00 - 7:30 pm

6:00 - 7:30 pm
6:00 - 7:30 pm

10:00 - 11:30 am
10:00 - 11:30 am

All Computer classes are free, but registration is required. 
Call 632-7878, ext. 20 or stop by the Reference Desk on the 2nd floor to register.

Tuesday January 6, 2009
Friday January 9, 2009          
Tuesday February 3, 2009
Friday February 27, 2009

Friday January 16, 2009
Friday February 13, 2009

Tuesday January 13, 2009
Tuesday February 10, 2009

Thursday January 22, 2009
Thursday February 19, 2009

Friday January 30, 2009
Friday February 20, 2009      

African-American Art and Cultural
Appreciation Council
(AAACAC) presents 
Words and Images

Artists’ Talk and Exhibit
Reception
Sunday, February 8, 2:00 pm
Artist Scott Andre Patterson, “TMNK”,
exhibits his poignant, provocative and bold art
under the moniker “THE ME NOBODY
KNOWS”. The artist likes to refer to his 
unique paintings as urban hieroglyphics.
Constructing, assembling, deconstructing, 
paint, and scratching on any surface he can
find, his paintings are modern-day cave 
drawings, offering reflections, observations, 
and discussions that the viewer is invited to
join. Gilbert Fletcher is noted for his New
Orleans house paintings and his most
acclaimed series, Painted Voices: An Artist’s
Journey into the World of Black Writers, is a
series of 28 portraits of the world’s most 
celebrated writers, which has been on tour
since 1998. His book of the same title was 
published in 2003.

Closing Concert: Words of Action
Saturday, February 28, 2:00 pm    
Ossie Davis Theater  
Donations Accepted
Exploring the power of words to move 
us to act, the African American Arts and
Cultural Appreciation Council will 
present a concert of spiritual,folk and
protest songs. Audience participation 
is encouraged!

Words of Wisdom Performance 
Saturday, February 21, 3:00 pm    Ossie Davis Theater   
Donations Accepted
Poet/essayist Louis Reyes Rivera, known as the Janitor of History,
talks about the power of the spoken word.  Joining him, community 
youngsters who participated in the Shiloh Baptist Church Oratorical
Contest will recite  excerpts from famous speeches, literature and prayers.



All Aboard - China!
Saturday, February 7 at 12:30 pm, Ossie Davis Theater
and Meeting Room
Celebrate the Chinese New Year (It’s the Year of the Ox)
with a mini-festival that includes a performance by the 
acclaimed Chinese Theatre Works at 12:30 pm,
followed by lantern-making and refreshments.

Express Yourself Workshop: 
Proverbial Picture Pages
Saturday, February 21 at 12:30 pm; Meeting Room
Children ages 7 - 12 years are invited to explore the many layers
of African proverbs and symbols, as an artist guides them in 
creating their own work of art based on a proverb. Presented in
conjunction with the African-American Arts and Cultural
Appreciation Council (AAACAC).

Three Kings Day Celebration
Saturday, January 3 at 12:30, Ossie Davis Theater
Colorful festivities marking the end of the holiday season 
feature a live, interactive performance by the popular musician
and bilingual entertainer - Louie! Children can make a craft to 
take home and everyone gets to sample the traditional 
Three Kings Day bread.

I Have a Dream Mural- Making
Saturday, January 17 at 12:30 pm; Meeting Room
Create quilt blocks with your dreams for the world - one will
become part of a mural in the library’s children’s room, the other
you can take home.

Presented by the New Rochelle Downtown Business
Improvement District with the Public Library, the City School
District and PTA Council, and the Department of Parks &
Recreation. Check it out - at www.New RochelleDowntown.com

Children’s Programs

African Dance Workshops for Families
Seven Saturdays: January 17, 2008 - February 28, 2009
11:00 am - 12 noon   Ossie Davis Theater    Free
Anthony Wooden, Director of Bokandeye African Dance and
Drum Troupe, returns to the library for another series of free
African dance workshops for children ages 7 and up, as well
as their parents. This popular series, now a tradition at the
library, provides instruction in native African dance, village
life, and the role of the extended family. 
Registration is required, and begins 
Monday, January 12 in the Children’s Room of the Main
Library.The African Dance Workshops are made possible 
with funds from the Friends of the Library. 

Homework Help

Struggling with a homework assignment? Need help with
a book report? Help is here at the Main Library - every
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
3:30 - 5:00 pm! Homework Help college students and
volunteers are on hand to assist elementary school 
students and  younger middle school students in 
organizing homework needs, locating  appropriate
resources, and strengthening reading skills. 
The free Homework Help service continues through May,
except during school vacation weeks.

 

 



Thursday February 19           Dr. Seuss Cinema Extravaganza
Enjoy movies from favorite stories written by Dr. Seuss, and be sure to check out 
some of his books!

11:00 am: Two Seuss films: The Lorax tells the story of the greedy, tree-chopping 
Once-lers and the brave little Lorax who speaks up for the vanishing forest. Then, in Pontoffel
Pock and His Magic Piano, a young Dill Pickle Works worker wishes he could get away from
it all - and has his wish granted in a head-spining, globe-trotting, song-singing way by the
magical McGillicuddy! In the lower level of Huguenot Children’s Library.

2:00 pm: The 2008 film,          Horton Hears a Who, will be shown on the main
library’s big screen. Based on the book, the film is about the imaginative elephant who hears a
cry for help coming from a tiny speck of dust floating, throgh the air, and tries to help with a
rescue despite all odds. Ossie Davis Theater, Main Library.

Friday February 20          Singer, Songwriter & Entertainer Zev Haber
Funny stories, delightful songs, and lots of audience participation makes Zev’s concerts great
fun - as he introduces unique instruments and sounds to tantalize
as well as entertain. For children ages 3-7 years and their parent or caregiver.

9:30 - 10:30 am: Huguenot Children’s Library (first-come, first-served, to the capacity 
of HCL’s 25-seat lower level)

11:30 am - 12:30 pm: Main Library (first-come, first-served, to the capacity of the
145-seat Ossie Davis Theater).

Tuesday February 17        “Animals in the Winter” 
Nature and Crafts Workshops  
The creative and engaging team of “2 Hands 2 Learn” will lead an exciting 
exploration of animal life in the cold of winter. First-come,
first-served: limited to 25 children in grades 2-5.
10:30 am - 11:30 am at the Huguenot Children’s Library
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm at the Main Library.

Wednesday February 18   Drop-in crafts
11:00 am - 12:30 pm: Main Library & Huguenot Children’s Library

Puppet Show:                   “The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing” and “Three Wishes” 
The Spring Valley Puppet Theater returns to present two enchanting and spell-binding
performances, for children ages 5 & older.
2:00 pm: Ossie Davis Theater, Main Library.

February Vacation Week: Free Programs



January 2009
FREE. Open to New Rochelle residents only.

All sessions will be on a first-come, first-served basis.
At the Huguenot Children’s Library

Music and Movement with Nora Maher Ages 12 mos. - 35 mos.
Wednesdays: January 21, January 28, February 4, 11 and 25
11:00 - 11:30 am
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Baby Steps with Mandy Jensen Ages 3 mos. - 12 mos.
Songs, movement and fingerplays, for babies and their mom, 
dad or caregiver
Saturdays: January 17 - April 4                      11:00 - 11:30 am
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Nursery Rhyme Time Ages 12 mos. - 24 mos.
Every Monday, January 26 - May 18 (except February 16 7 April 6) 
10:30 - 10:50 am
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Toddler Time Age 2 years
Every Tuesday: January 20 - May 19 (except February 17 and April 7)
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Preschool Story Time & Craft Ages 3 - 5 yrs
Two sessions:
Every Thursday: January 22 - May 21 (except February 19 & April 9)
10:30 - 11:15 am or 1:30 - 2:15 pm
(Drop-in program - no need to register; one session per child please)

Preschool Pajama Story Hour Ages 3 - 5 yrs
A story, craft, and milk with a bedtime snack. Children should bring 
their favorite nighttime toy!
Thursdays, January 8, 15 and 22
6:00 - 7:00 pm
(Pre-registration is necessary for each session, 
please call HCL at 632-8954)

Open to New Rochelle residents only. 
Please provide a New Rochelle Public Library Card. 
Registration begins Monday, January 12, at 9:00 am in the main
New Rochelle Public Library Children’s Room. 
Registration is not required at the Huguenot Children’s Library 
except for each session of Pajama Story Time.

At the Main New Rochelle Public Library

Music and Movement with Nora Maher Ages 12 mos. - 35 mos.
Wednesdays: January 21, January 28,            9:30 - 10:00 am and                

10:10 - 10:40 am

Baby Steps with Mandy Jensen Ages 3 mos. - 12 mos.
Songs, movement and fingerplays, for babies and their mom, 
dad or caregiver.
Saturdays: January 24 - April 4       10:00 am - 10:30 am
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Nursery Rhyme Time Ages 12 mos. - 24 mos.
A joyful blend of  stories, songs and finger plays for children ages 
12 - 24 months, takes place on a weekly basis during sessions held in 
the fall, the winter-spring, and in the summer, at both libraries.    
Every Friday: January 23 - May 22 (except February 20 & April 10)

Toddler Time Age 2 years
Lively sessions engage 2-year old children and their parent or 
caregiver in music and games.  
Every Friday: January 23 - May 22 (except February 20 & April 10)
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Preschool Story Time & Craft Ages 3 - 5 yrs
Seasonal and picture book themes inspire fun stories, songs, 
and a take-home craft. 
Two sessions:
Every Monday: January 26 - May 18 (except February 16 & April 6)

10:00 - 10:45 am
Every Thursday: January 22 - May 21 (except February 19 & April 9)

2:00 - 2:45 pm

Programs for Infants, Toddlers and Pre-School Children

February 4, 11 and 25
(Drop-in program - no need to register)


