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The New Rochelle Festival of Books

On Saturday and Sunday, June 20 & 21, 2009, 
the New Rochelle Public Library and Library Green will 
be transformed into an exciting marketplace of books, 
food, and cultural concessions for the first annual 
New Rochelle Festival of Books. Throughout the library 
and the two-day event, dozens of local and internationally-
known authors and local performers will offer insightful 
presentations and entertaining performances. Especially for
kids and their parents, a Children's Space in the library's
Alphabet Garden will showcase children's books, readings,
storytelling and crafts. 

In the Children's Space

A Partnership of the New Rochelle Public Library and the Harlem Book Fair 
in conjunction with the City of New Rochelle

Saturday, June 20th   9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Memoirs: Is My Story Worth Telling? 
(A Writing Workshop)
From Inspiration to Publication:
A Writing Workshop with novelist 
Grace Edwards
Publish Now!: A No-Cost, Low-Cost 
Publishing Workshop
From Stage to Page: Preparing Your
Poetry for Publication 

Author Reading 
Deborah Gregory (Catwalk, 
The Cheetah Girls) and others 
Storytelling
The African Folk Heritage Circle
Children's Workshop
Nationally syndicated cartoonist,  
Jerry Craft (Mama's Boyz), will invite 
the audience to join him in learning 
how to create a cartoon.
Crafts 

Panel Discussions and 
Author Presentations in the 

Ossie Davis Theater

The Urban Influence in the 
Visual Arts of the Americas
Juneteenth: An American Story
You Can't Box Me In: The R-Evolution 
of Spoken Word Poetry Readings
What Women Know About Love, 
Life & Loss

Outdoor Events
On-going performances by singers,
poets, authors and darmatists
Rock the Word: A Spoken Word concert
in celebration of New Rochelle's 
graduating seniors with Howard Jordan
(WBAI, Luis Reyes Rivera, and others)

The Urban Influence in the Music 
and Rhythm of the Americas - 
Marta Moreno Vega
Financial Literacy: Your Mindset 
for Wealth
Telenovelas: Out of The Past and Into 
The Future

Discussions and Presentations 
in the Ossie Davis Theater

On-going performances by singers,
poets, authors and dramatists
Street Games

Workshops & Seminars on the 3rd Floor
(pre-registration for each session is required, 
call 632-7878, ext. 33)

Sunday, June 21st   1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Outdoor Events

May/June 2009
NEWSNEWS

The Harlem Book Fair was founded in 1999 by QBR 
The Black Book Review as a community event and forum
for African American readers to discover, experience and
celebrate African American history and culture through
books. From the success of that first book fair, the event
has grown to become the country's largest community
gathering of readers and book lovers. It has evolved into a
national brand, and expanded into new markets - including
New Rochelle on this June weekend! 
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New Rochelle Public Library
Board of Trustees

Dear Patrons,

On May 19th, residents will be given an opportunity to vote on the 2009/10 Library 
budget. Our proposed budget will see an increase of 2.49% in the tax levy for 
New Rochelle residents (an average of about $8.00 per year). This growth is specifically
tied to fixed increases (contractual obligations and utilities) and the need to maintain the
infrastructure of our facilities 

The May 19th vote will also allow for the election of 2 vacant Board of Library Trustee
positions. The Library Board plays a pivotal role in the setting of policy as well as 
oversight of operational management for the organization. Since our Board consists 
of 7 officeholders, our newest members will be very influential in the future direction 
of the Library.

The following statistics illustrates the extraordinary activity of your library:
Circulation loans are 4th highest in Westchester County
Reference questions answered are 2nd highest in Westchester County
Patron visits are 4th highest in Westchester County

Despite our success, our tax support is modest:
Local public support per capita is 6th lowest in Westchester County
Local public library materials support per capita is 8th lowest 
in Westchester County

I urge you to participate in the Library Election/ Budget Vote on Tuesday, May 19th
between the hours of 7 am and 9 pm at Board of Education polling sites scattered
throughout New Rochelle.

As always, feel free to contact me at tgeoffino@nrpl.org or 632-7878 ext. 12 
if you have any questions or suggestions.

Best regards,

Tom Geoffino

Tom Geoffino

New Rochelle Public Library
Newsletter is published every
other month.

Editor: Barbara Davis
Graphic Designer: Roxanne Mapp
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News from the NRPL Foundation 
Don’t Miss “A Taste of New Rochelle”!

On May 29th, the New Rochelle Public Library Foundation in conjunction with the New Rochelle BID Dine Downtown 2009 
program will present "A Taste of Downtown New Rochelle." The event will take place from 7 - 9:00 pm at the elegant Top of the
Roc at the Avalon on the Sound East, overlooking our beautiful Queen City of the Sound. The evening will feature a sampling 
of food from ten featured downtown restaurants and wine tasting, courtesy of AOC Fine Wines. AOC Fine Wines 
will generously donate 15% of the proceeds from wines sold the evening of the event, as well as during a promotional period
between May 22nd and June 5th through both the store's website (www.aocfinewines.com) or in the New Rochelle store 
(Be sure to specify NRPL when making your purchase so that the donation can be credited properly.) Tickets to the event will 
be sold for $65.00 each and the proceeds of the evening will benefit the NRPLF. Additionally, the NRPLF and the BID will be
selling dining cards that will entitle the bearer to a 10% discount at participating downtown restaurants. The proceeds from the
$25.00 cards will also benefit the NRPLF. For more information, to purchase event tickets or to purchase the discount dining
cards, please contact the NRPLF office at 914-632-7878, extension 16 or email the Foundation at NRPLF@yahoo.com.     

VOTE
May19th



Librarians Recommend
Adult Fiction: Sophia's Choice and other novels by Susanna Kearsley
Susanna Kearsley presents two beautifully dovetailed stories in Sophia's
Choice (alternate title: The Winter Sea ); her main character Carrie
McClelland is an historical novelist writing about her ancestress Sophia
and the Jacobite uprising of 1708. Following Carrie's research and her
growing relationships with the quirky residents of a small Scottish town 
is as interesting as following the intrigue and romance that surrounds
Sophia. Canadian Kearsley isn't as widely known as she deserves to be; 
if you like this one also try her earlier titles Season of Storms and 
The Shadowy Horses. Beth Mills

Adult DVD: TELL NO ONE (2008) 
Pediatrician Alexandre Beck, still recovering from the murder of his wife
Margot eight years earlier, opens an e-mail message one day and finds 
a real-time video of Margot, who is seemingly still alive. Her message to
him: "tell no one".  Based on the bestselling novel by Harlan Coben, this
critically acclaimed French thriller was a big hit with American audiences
last year and will have you on the edge of your seat. Chris Poggiali

Children's Book
Come to Tea! Fun Tea Party Themes,
Recipes, Crafts, Games, Etiquette and
More, Stephanie Dunnewind  (J 641.5 D)
Here's a great book to help kids and their
parents create wonderful tea parties.
Stephanie Dunnewind provides ideas and
inspiration for several different tea parties -
a princess party, a teddy bears' picnic, and
a pajama breakfast tea party are among
them.  Recipes, games, crafts and other
activities are included. Kathleen Cronin

Classes & Workshops
Music Class: "Opera for the Curious"
Fridays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 and June 5, 2009; 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Create Your Personal Stimulus Plan
Saturday, May 16, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Georgine Woodbine shares her insight on how you can fight the
recession through purpose and ingenuity. With her strategic 
techniques, learn how to tap into your creative ambitions; 
develop future goals; reclaim your life, maximize the resources
you have to empower and stimulate yourself to move forward.
Ms. Woodbine is a nationally recognized author and motivational
speaker. Free. Registration not required. Ossie Davis Theater

Introduction to Digital Photography
Saturday, May 30, 2009, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

A free course led by photographer Sally Delmerico will help you
get to know your camera settings and functions, as well as basic
composition of a photograph. She'll provide the basics in digital
terminology, how to download picture files to your computer and
email them to friends and family, and editing such as red eye
removal, color adjustment, and sizing. No prior experience 
is necessary. Participants are encouraged to bring their own
cameras to the class. Free. Limited enrollment. Registration is
required: 632-7878, ext. 33. Library Meeting Room.

Feng Shui Workshop
Saturday, May 30, 2009, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Here is your chance to finally get that idea for a book into
motion and into publication!  Max Rodriguez, founder and 
director of the world renowned Harlem Book Fair has put
together a panel of writers and leaders in the publishing world
to provide expertise, strategies, and step-by-step assistance in
these sessions: 

May 5:   Writing:  From inspiration to manuscript - 
Make your writing work for you.

May 12:  Editing:  The keys to success - 
Make your book a best seller. 

May 19:  Publishing: From inspiration to publication.
May 26:  Putting it All Together: The manuscript review.
June 2:   Marketing: From publication to profit.

Instructors include novelist Grace Edwards, publishing 
executive Monica Harris, technology and book marketing expert
Troy Johnson, and Max Rodriguez, Founder and Publisher 
of QBR The Black Book Review and the Harlem Book Fair. 
Attend as many sessions as many as you wish. Free.
Registration not required. Ossie Davis Theater.

Linda Boney, Certified Feng Shui Practitioner, provides the 
inspiration and "how-to" guidance to help you get a fresh and
healthy start by de-cluttering with this tried-and-true practice.
Feng Shui (pronounced: Fung Shway) is the Chinese art of
placement, which dates back 4,000 years, where energy flows
freely and creates harmony and a positive environment in your
home, business and in your life. 
Free. Registration not required. Ossie Davis Theater

How to Get Published: A Free Five-Session Seminar
Tuesdays, May 5 - June 2, from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Professor Eric Jennings dares to pique your interest in and 
passion for opera! Don't understand the words? Why do they
sing so high? Why are the plots so difficult to follow? 
What's the big deal about opera? You'll learn about the lure 
of tragedy, the star power of opera singers, and the greatest
works of literature ever written, which inspired this art form. 
You'll learn operatic vocabulary while listening to great music; 
live performances as well as historic and the latest recordings.
Beginning with a Mozart masterwork, each class promises a
compelling look at masterpieces which changed our world. Free. 



New Rochelle Public Library
One Library Plaza, New Rochelle, 
New York 10801

Huguenot Children's Library Branch
794 North Avenue, 
New Rochelle, New York 10801

Main Library   632-7878 
Important Extensions

Registration/Circulation         17 & 30
Children’s Room          18

Reference Desk                         20 & 21
Community Relations/Programs  33 & 34
Administration                            14

Monday  10am - 6pm 
Tuesday  10am - 5pm 
Wednesday   10am - 8pm 
Thursday  10am  - 6pm 
Friday  10am  - 5pm 
Saturday  10am  - 5pm
Sunday         1pm - 5pm

Monday 9am - 8pm 
Tuesday  9am - 8pm 
Wednesday  10am - 6pm 
Thursday  9am - 8pm 
Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday  9am - 5pm  
Sunday  1pm - 5pm

Huguenot Children’s Library   632-8954

Phone Numbers:

Main Library HCL

Q: What was your last job?
A:

SPOTLIGHT on STAFF

Hours of Operation

Q: Where were you born?
A:

Q: What are your favorite subjects?
A:

Q: What was the last book you read?
A: Eckhart Tolle’s A New Earth. I am currently 

reading Steve Harvey’s Act Like a Lady; 
Think Like a Man (funny, great read for ladies).

Q: What kind of music do you like?
A:

Q: What are your hobbies?
A:

All genres, my favorite artists are Carole King,
Aretha Frankin, Natalie Cole, BeBe Winans, 
and Cold Play to name a few. I particularly
like the song Viva, La Vida.

Q: People would be surprised to know that you:
A: I played the piano and guitar throughout my

teenage years. We had these instruments at home. 
Please do not ask me to play (I am not here 
to perform).

New Rochelle
Public Library
www.nrpl.org

There are many subjects that I’m interested in.
I am currently pursuing my MLS at Pratt Institute. 
My favorite courses to date are: Management of
Electronic Records, Cultural Diversity and Libraries.
Other than that, I love history and art; 
I am obsessed with anything that is design 
or art related. I have a degree in Graphic Design 
and am proficient in six design programs.

Roxanne Mapp 
Library Graphics Specialist
joined the library 12/01/98

My career had been in advertising. 
I was an Art Director for an advertising agency 
in Trinidad. I also worked as a designer for an 
ad agency on Madison Avenue in New York.

I love photography. My specialty is shooting nature
and landscape scenes. In addition, I like doing 
anything that involves spending time with my two 
fabulous daughters. I travel often, my favorite places
are Trinidad and Tobago, and Miami Beach.

Trinidad, West Indies. Spent my summers at
my grandmother's home in New Rochelle. 
I also visited my uncle and cousins in 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

Q: What’s your favorite thing about working 
at the library?

A: My favorite thing is working on the newsletter. 
I like the fact that I can turn pages of boring copy 
(design wise), into wonderful creations. 
Working at the library has brought about 
a welcome change from the world of advertising. 

Q: What’s the biggest occupational hazard?
A: The economy tops the list. In this economic climate,

you cannot afford to let your guard down. 
It forces me to take things one day at a time, 
“to be present”. - Eckhart Tolle. 



Programs for Adults & Teens

City Winds Trio performs Classics & More
Sunday, May 3, 2009  at 2:00 pm
Follow the acclaimed City Winds Trio through the Story of
Music, from J. S. Bach to Madeline Dring. The trio of Crispian
Fordham on flute, Meredyth Coleman on oboe and Jack
Bender on piano will conclude their dazzling
concert with Gioachino Rossini’s William Tell Overture. 
Ossie Davis Theater.

Concerts

The Eastern Music Festival performs Opera
Sunday, May 31, 2009 at 3:00pm
A group of arias followed by Puccini's Suor Angelica will be per-
formed by the up-and-coming musicians of the Eastern Festival
Opera Company and a small orchestra. Suor Angelica is a moving
one-act opera which was the middle opera of Puccini's trilogy IL
Trittico.  Angelica is a young woman from a prominent family 
who has been disowned by having a child out of wedlock. 
The Principessa, her Aunt, comes after many years of no contact,
to inform Angelica that the child, her only connection with her 
family, has died. Ossie Davis Theater. Suggested donation: $2.00.

Sean Smith Quartet performs Jazz
Sunday, May 17, 2009  at 3:00 pm
Bassist and composer Sean Smith is joined by John Ellis (saxo-
phones), Keith Ganz (guitar) and Russell Meissner (drums) for a
concert of standards and original music by Smith, whose work is
routinely described as “brilliant”.
Ossie Davis Theater. Suggested donation: $2.00.

Cantemus performs "America, America"
Sunday, June 14, 2009 at 2:30 pm
Celebrate Flag Day with a warm and uplifting concert by the 
talented chorale group, Cantemus as the vocalists present a
narrated performance of popular and traditional selections that
relate America's story: Where we came from, why we came here
and how we built the nation we love.  Through songs, quips and
quotes, Cantemus celebrates our nation and its great heritage. 
Ossie Davis Theater. Suggested donation: $2.00.

International Classics 
Film Series 

New Rochelle Public Library

Spring 2009 
All films begin at 7:00 pm and are held in the Ossie Davis Theater. 
Suggested donation of $2.00.
Insightful discussion led by librarian Chris Poggiali follows each film.

Thursday, May 7 
PERSONA (1966) 
B&W   Sweden   in Swedish with English subtitles 
Directed by Ingmar Bergman; Starring Bibi Andersson, 
Liv Ullmann, Margaretha Krook 

Thursday, May 28 
MISSISSIPPI MERMAID (1969) 
Color   France   in French with English subtitles 
Directed by Francois Truffaut; Starring Jean-Paul Belmondo, 
Catherine Deneuve, Michel Bouquet 

Thursday, June 4
CHILDREN OF NATURE (1991) 
Color   Iceland   in Icelandic with English subtitles 
Directed by Friðrik Þór Friðriksson; Starring Gísli Halldórsson, 
Sigríður Hagalín, Baldvin Halldórsson

Teen programs continue on Monday & Wednesday afternoons 
at the library.

Mondays are now 'Game Day' for teens and tweens 
ages 10 - 17!  Learn chess from an expert instructor, play
board, card and RP games. In the 2nd floor Teen Area on
Mondays from 4:30 to closing (for students ages 10 - 17)

Wednesdays: "Cool Culture Wednesdays" continue!
'Gamers Garrison' (open video & card gaming) and 'LibrAnime'
(anime & manga) clubs will meet on alternate Wednesdays at
4:00 pm in the first floor meeting room (for students in grades
7 to 12) Meeting Dates: Gamer's Garrison:  May 13th, 27th,
June 10th
LibrAnime: May 6th, 20th, June 3rd, 17th

And don't forget...summer is right around the corner!
"Express Yourself!" Summer Reading Games for teens and
tweens is all new and online for 2009!  

Registration begins on June 26th. For more information on
teen programs, speak to Ken Petrilli, Teen Services Librarian:
632-7878 x26, nrplteens@wlsmail.org and to keep up with the
latest in teen services @ the library, check us out on MySpace
or facebook: www.myspace.com/nrplteens 

Spring into Action with 
May & June Teen Programs!



Internet for Beginners
Tuesday May 5
Friday May 29
Friday June 5          
Tuesday June 16
Learn about the Internet and the World Wide Web, how to 
navigate a web browser and explore the library's Web site.
An understanding of Windows and keyboard and mouse
use is required

Internet for Beginners - Spanish
Tuesday May 12
Tuesday June 9
Learn about the Internet and the World Wide Web, 
how to navigate a web browser and explore the library’s 
Web site. An understanding of Windows
and keyboard and mouse use is required.

Intermediate Internet
Friday May 15
Friday June 12
Learn how to search the web usingand search engines. 
Basic Computer class or some knowledge of 
computers required.

An understanding of Windows and keyboard and mouse
use is required. Registration is limited.

6:00 - 7:30 pm
10:00 - 11:30 am
10:00 - 11:30 am
6:00 - 7:30 pm

10:00 - 11:30 am
10:00 - 11:30 am

6:00 - 7:30 pm
6:00 - 7:30 pm

All Computer classes are free, but registration is required.
Call 632-7878, ext. 20 or stop by the Reference Desk on the 2nd floor to register.

Computer Classes - May & June 2009

Email Basics
Thursday May 21
Thursday June 18
Learn how to sign up for a free e-mail account and how
to compose, send, reply to and forward messages. 
Basic Internet class or some knowledge of 
computers required

How to scan & upload pictures
Friday May 22
Friday June 26  
Learn how to scan photos or images, change 
resolution and size of photos, how to select a file 
format, and save images to a disk. 
An understanding of Windows and keyboard and
mouse use is required

Fundamentals of Microsoft Excel
Wednesday May 20
Wednesday May 27
Wednesday June 3
Wednesday June 10
Learn to create, edit and format a simple spreadsheet,
perform calculations, save, print and open files in
Microsoft Excel. This is a four 2-hour hands-on class
for new users. Participants must attend all sessions. 

6:00 - 7:30 pm
6:00 - 7:30 pm

10:00 - 11:30 am
10:00 - 11:30 am

10:00 - 12:00 noon
10:00 - 12:00 noon
10:00 - 12:00 noon
10:00 - 12:00 noon



Children’s Programs

Summer Fun on the Patio

Huguenot Children's Library 
Mondays through Fridays, June 29 - August 21, 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm  (except July 3) 
A free drop-in program at the Huguenot Children's Library 
provides good old fashioned summertime fun - ping pong,
arts and crafts, jump rope, games, kickball, and many
more outside activities that are supervised by 
experienced, enthusiastic adults and teens. 
(Made possible by the Partnership for the Huguenot Children's Library). 

Children must be accompanied by a parent or adult care-
giver. Summer Fun does not take place in rainy weather.

Hooray for Mom!

BID Family Saturdays

May Movie: Wall -E

New Rochelle Festival of Books 

Drama Time
Huguenot Children's Library
Tuesday, May 5, 12, 19, 26 4:30 - 5:30 pm
A free fun-filled hour of movement, improv. and voice exercises.
Children (ages 5 - 7 years) use their creativity and physical 
awareness as we explore weekly themes such as Animals,
Feelings, Growing Up and Nature.  Children enjoy a snack 
as the session ends with a book reading and a song. 
Pre-registration is required.  Each session is drop-off and limited
to 12 children.  Please call the library at 632-8954. .
Sponsored by the Partnership for the Huguenot Children's Library.

Summer Reading Kick-off Party

Saturday, June 27               1:00 - 3:00 pm
Main Library Lobby and Meeting Room
Get creative and start your summer fun at the New Rochelle
Public Library's Summer Reading Game Extravaganza. Big
Apple Circus performer Laine Barton is bringing a full bag of
tricks to the party - watch her bubble magic, plate spinning, 
stilt-walking, ukulele-playing and other antics. Make a book bag
and a journal, plus crazy crafts that you can add onto all sum-
mer with your own creative energy. Sign-up for the Summer
Reading Game and start reeling in the prizes!  For children in
Preschool through Grade 5.  

On the Horizon: A Host of Summer 
Programs for Children and Families 

Children of all ages can pick from a great menu of free 
activities being offered at both the Main Library and the
Huguenot Children's Library, from July 6 through August 14.
"Create @ Your Library" is the theme for the 2009 Summer
Reading Game., so we've ramped up our creative energy to
design a host of fabulous workshops, performances and films.
Registration for free workshops begins on Monday, June 29.
International Music and Dance performances for the whole 
family will return on Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm, 
beginning July 7. 

SUMMER IS ON THE WAY!

Saturday, May 9 at 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
Meeting Room
Make a gift to show your mom how much you love her. 
The BID teachers and teens will be on hand with materials 
and expert guidance so you can create a mavelous 
Mothers Day present and card. 

Saturday, May 23 at 12:30 pm - 2:10 pm
Ossie Davis Theater
After hundreds of lonely years of doing what he was built for, 
the curious and lovable Wall-E discovers a new purpose in
life when he meets a sleek search robot named Eve. 
Join them and a hilarious cast of characters on a 
fantastic journey 

Celebrates Young Readers
Saturday, June 20 
Meet acclaimed authors, hear wonderful tales from storytellers,
create crafts and listen to cool music - all in the children's
Alphabet Garden at the library during the New Rochelle 
Festival of Books. 



Programs for Infants, Toddlers and Pre-School Children

Music and Movement with Nora Maher Ages 12 mos. - 35 mos.
Wednesdays: May 20, May 27, June 3 and 10
11:45 -12:15 pm 
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Nursery Rhyme Time Ages 12 mos. - 24 mos.
Every Monday through May 18 
10:30 - 10:50 am
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Toddler Time Age 2 years
Every Tuesday through May 19 
10:30 - 11:00 am
(Drop-in program - no need to register)

Preschool Story Time & Craft Ages 3 - 5 yrs
Every Thursday through May 21 
Two sessions:
10:30 - 11:15 am or 1:30 - 2:15 pm
(Drop-in program - no need to register; one session per child please)

Preschool Pajama Story Hour Ages 3 - 5 yrs
A story, a related creative activity and milk and a bedtime snack.
Children are invited to come in their pajamas with their favorite nighttime toy.
Thursdays, May 7, 14 and 21
6:00 - 7:00 pm
(Registration required for each session: 632-8954 or at HCL)

Drop-in except for Pajama Story Time at the Huguenot Children’s Library, which
requires registration for each session. These free programs are made possible by
the Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library and the Partnership
for the Huguenot Children’s Library.

Music and Movement with Nora Maher    Ages 12 mos. - 35 mos.
Wednesdays: May 20, May 27, June 3 and June 10.
10:00 - 10:30 am and 10:40 - 11: 10 am

Nursery Rhyme Time Ages 12 mos. - 24 mos.
Every Friday through May 22 
9:30 - 9:50 am

Toddler Time Age 2 years
Every Friday through May 22 
10:30 - 11:00 am

Preschool Story Time & Craft Ages 3 - 5 yrs
Two sessions:
Every Monday through May 18
10:00 - 10:45 am
Every Thursday through May 21 
2:00 - 2:45 pm

AT HUGUENOT CHILDREN'S LIBRARY

AT THE MAIN LIBRARY


