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Forensic Science: Past, Present and Future
with Robert A. Adamo M.S. D-ABC

Director , Division of Forensic Sciences

Westchester County Department of Laboratories and Research

April 13, 2010, 7:00 pm

The Gnarly Vine 

501 Main Street, New Rochelle, NY

More Info: 

www.forensicpage.com 
www.forensic.to
Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward

http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12589
About Robert A. Adamo:

EDUCATION



1983 M.S. Forensic Science


John Jay College of Criminal Justice



445 West 59th Street



New York, New York 10019



Recipient Graduate Studies Award



1980 B.S. Forensic Science - Cum Laude


John Jay College of Criminal Justice

EXPERIENCE

5/05/08 
Director of Forensic Sciences

to present
Responsible for directing the overall operations of the Division of 


Forensic Sciences. Responsibilities include ensuring that analytical, 



photographic and related interpretive services are provided to regional 



medical, law enforcement and medico legal agencies in a timely, accurate 


and meaningful fashion. Additional responsibilities include oversight of 


the laboratories training, program, budget preparation and crime scene 


processing. Directs research and development projects, applies for and 


administers grants and testifies in court regarding laboratory analysis and 


the significance of results. Supervision exercised over a staff of 40 


professional, technical and clerical personnel. 



Assistant Director Forensic Sciences

2/27/06 to

5/5/08  
Acts as the Assistant to the Director of Forensic Sciences and is 


responsible for administratively directing and supervising the activities of 


the Forensic Science Laboratory. Responsibilities include maintaining and 


modifying training programs evaluating current and new methods of 


analysis, supervising research and developments projects, supervising 


crime scene response ,preparing budgets maintaining grants.

Westchester County Department of Laboratories and Research



Division of Forensic Sciences



10 Dana Road



Valhalla, New York 10595

5/88 to 2/06 Senior Forensic Scientist

                        Served as the Technical Manager / Supervisor of the Forensic Biology/ 


DNA laboratory, Supervision of 10 Forensic Scientists, 1 photographer 



and 3 technicians conducting examinations of physical evidence for the 



presence of physiological fluids and trace evidence.  Responsibilities also 


include the laboratory examination of physical evidence, the coordination 


of crime scene response and examinations and the coordination of training 


of law enforcement personnel in various aspects of the forensic sciences.  


Additionally responsibilities have included the supervision of the Trace 


evidence and Forensic Chemistry sections (GSR and Arson) of the 


laboratory.

                         Additional positions held at the Westchester County Forensic Science 


Laboratory:
3/86   to 5/88     Forensic Specialist

4/85   to 3/86     Forensic Scientist

10/83 to 4/85     Assistant Forensic Scientist

1/83   to 10/83   Research Scientist

10/81 to 1/83     Senior Laboratory Technician

2/80   to 10/81   Laboratory Technician

SKILLS



DNA –DAB qualified Technical Leader for 11 years, Training in QA/QC 


and audit protocols for casework and data basing laboratories.  Have 


conducted pre 
ASCLD and DAB audits in DNA sections in local and state 


laboratories.  



Supervision of a CODIS LDIS laboratory.  Assembling DNA grant 



proposals andmonitoring the funded programs. Research in new DNA 


protocols.

                       Forensic Biology - Training includes all aspects of blood banking, forensic 



immunology immunochemistry, electrophoresis and isoelectric focusing 


as they relate to the analysis of physiological fluids.



Trace Evidence - Training in the use of polarized light, phase contrast 


and scanning electron microscopy for the examination of trace evidence.  


Instrumental training includes the use of visible microspectrophotometry 


and Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy for the analysis of textile 


fibers and associated polymers.

TEACHING

EXPERIENCE

09/03 to 06/07 Adjunct Instructor – “Introduction to Forensic Science “

09/05 to 06/07                                    “Essential General Chemistry” - Lab (CHE 115)

01/05 to 06/07                                    “Essential Organic Chemistry” - Lab (CHE 121)

                                                            Lehman College, CUNY

9/97 to 2007
Adjunct Instructor - “Introduction to Forensic Science” and “Scientific 

Examination of the Crime Scene” Mercy College, White Plains, and 

Yorktown campus, NY

9/95 to 5/96
Adjunct Instructor - “Introduction to Criminalistics” (Forensic 

Science)

1/97 to 6/97
Westchester Community College, Valhalla, NY 10595

09/05-present

9/84 to 6/89
Adjunct Instructor - Forensic Science 315-316


John Jay College of Criminal Justice


445 West 59th Street, New York, NY 10019

1980 to present Lecturer at various Basic recruit schools and advanced criminal


investigator courses taught at the Westchester County Police Academy

2000 to present  Certified General Topics Instructor – Municipal Police Training Council

                           New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services.

2007 to present  Certified Instructor – New York-New Jersey Regional Center for Public 

Safety Innovations – Trainer in - DNA Evidence Identification, Collection and 

Preservation for Law Enforcement 

PUBLICATIONS


"The Simultaneous Electrophoretic Analysis of Esterase-D and PGM


  Sub typing in Fresh Blood and in Dried Bloodstains"

 Journal of Forensic Sciences, Vol. 29, April 1984, pp. 436-444.


"Optical Analyses of Eyeglass Lens Fragments and the Unexpected


  Detection of Oral Sperm in a Homicide Case"

  Journal of Forensic Sciences, Vol. 40, No. 2, March 1995, pp. 306-309.

CONTRIBUTOR – Photographic Material


  Textbook:  Forensic Science - An Introduction to Criminalistics


  DeForest, Gaensslen and Lee


   McGraw-Hill 1983


  Photographs - Practical Homicide Investigation


  Vernon Geberth 

                            CRC - 1996

PROFESSIONAL

AFFILIATIONS

American Academy of Forensic Sciences


American Board of Criminalistics – Diplomate

                          American Board of Criminalistics – Board of Directors 2/05 - 2/09

                          International Association for Identification

                          ASTM E-30 Committee


American Society of Crime Lab Directors-

· Laboratory Accreditation Board  (Former Inspector)
· Proficiency Review Committee - Trace Evidence (former member)


Northeastern Association of Forensic Scientists

· Executive Secretary 1987

· Board of Directors 1988-1989

· Secretary 1990-1991

· President Elect 1992

· President 1993

· Ethics committee 1994-1996 (Chair 1996)


New York Crime Laboratory Advisory Committee

New York State Justice Task Force – Forensic Advisor  Sub Committee

Westchester County Arson Task Force - Executive Board


Westchester County Criminal Justice Advisory Board - Representative for the 

Medical Examiner

